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Cook Islands Sanitation and National Water Policy
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Audit of Rarotonga’s Domestic Sanitation Systems
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Disaster response and climate change in the Pacific

 Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme

 Atmosphere and Climate


Disasters, and therefore disaster response, in the Pacific are expected to be affected by climate change. This research addressed this issue, and focused on the immediate humanitarian needs following a disaster, drawing upon adaptive capacity as a concept to assess the resilience of individual organisations and the robustness of the broader system of disaster response..

Four case study countries (Fiji, Cook Islands, Vanuatu and Samoa) were chosen for deeper investigation of the range of issues present in the Pacific.
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Solid Waste Management Cook Islands
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POPs National Implementation Plan for Stockholm Convention in the Cook Islands

 Cook Islands National Environment Service

 Built Environment


National Implementation Plan for Stockholm Convention in the Cook Islands
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Global Reef Expedition - Pacific Ocean

 SPREP Environmental Monitoring and Governance (EMG)

 Coastal and Marine


The Khaled bin Sultan Living Oceans Foundation completed field research for one of the largest coral reef studies in history: the Global Reef Expedition. The Expedition travelled around the globe surveying some of the most remote reefs on the planet, conducting research to assess coral reef ecosystem health and resiliency.

The Global Reef Expedition visited many countries in the Pacific Ocean to assess the health and resiliency of their coral reef ecosystems. See links below for more information, reports and maps.
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CKI OECM Workshop Report - January 2023

 Cook Islands National Environment Service

 Biodiversity  Coastal and Marine


The CKI OECM Workshop Report consolidates the discussions, outcomes, recommendations and next steps following the Other Effective Area-based Conservation Measures Workshop, hosted by the National Environment Service, in partnership with Secretariat of Pacific Regional Environment Program and the UNEP World Conservation Monitoring Centre, on the 24th - 25th January 2023 in Rarotonga, Cook Islands.  
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Political Economy of Water Management & Community Perceptions in the PICs

 Cook Islands National Environment Service

 Inland Waters  Atmosphere and Climate


The purpose of this report is to contextualise the unique characteristics of the Pacific Island Countries (PICs) and identify some roadblocks to achieving universal access to clean water and sanitation. The PIC context is established by examining the PICs’ unique economic, socioeconomic, geomorphology, climate, and cultural characteristics.
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Coral Reef Cover and Fish

 Cook Islands National Environment Service

 Coastal and Marine


This dataset has information on coral reef cover and fish in Cook Islands from 1994 to 2013.
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Takitumu Conservation Area - OECM process of recognition

 Cook Islands National Environment Service

 Biodiversity


The National Environment Service is working closely with family representatives of the Takitumu Conservation Area, to submit an assessment application that will give the TCA official international recognition as an Other Effective area-based Conservation Measure. 

All documents relevant to the submission process will be stored here, including resources on the TCA, which are referred to in the assessment form.
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Weed Biocontrol in the Cook Islands 

 Cook Islands National Environment Service

 Biodiversity  Land


A team from Manaaki Whenua Landcare Research travelled to Rarotonga during July/August 2023 to carry out monitoring of biocontrols released in previous years. The team used drones to conduct monitoring surveillance for the invasive African Tulip tree species, using LiDAR and other imagery techniques.

This newsletter also provides an update on the control of the biocontrols.
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